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Problem & Approach 



Vision

Promote widespread cultivation of fruit trees in 
cities and villages of India to:

▪ Improve availability of nutritious fruit to low-
income families.

▪ Improve local ecology and climate.

Build CFI as a reputable and long-lasting 
institution.



CFI – TARGETS



CFI – OBJECTIVES

Support cross-disciplinary research to fill 

gaps in understudied areas of tree-based 

fruit cultivation and consumption for enhance 

availability and affordability of nutritious fruit for 

low-income families.

Promote and disseminate CFI and other 

research lessons learned for improved 

cultivation and consumption of fruits. 

Establish a multistakeholder platform.



CFI – Action Plan

Identify and catalyze research to improve availability 
of nutritious fruits

Prioritize thematic research areas

Fund Research

Disseminate Research outcomes

Improve planner's, consumer's and funder's 
awareness



CFI – Mode of Operation



Current state:
Low-income 
families have 
poor access to 
nutritious 
diverse fruits

To be state:
Nutritious and diverse 
fruits are widely 
available, accessible and 
consumed 

3-Increased 
affordability 

and access to 
nutritious 

fruits

4-Increased 
consumption 
of nutritious 

fruits 

5-Improved 
awareness of 

Benefits

1- technology 
and improved 

capacity to 
cultivate 

diverse fruit 
species 

2-Improved 
cultivation of 
fruits across 

diverse 
spaces 

Enhanced livelihoods
Enhanced biodiversity and 

improved agroecology

Climate mitigation

CFI -Theory of Change



Interventions targeted by CFI



Interventions targeted by CFI



Consumer Behavior 

Change Campaigns

Interventions targeted by CFI



CFI Phase I: Capacity building and awareness programmes for 
School children and tribal community 



Research Innovations

1. Wood Apple (Feronia 

limonia)

2. Karonda (Carissa 

carandus)

3. Chironji (Buchanania 

lanzan)



Outcomes from CFI Phase I

▪ HH benefited = 8500
▪ Schools Targeted = 116
▪ Fruit plants distributed = 19,421
▪ Fruit tree species promoted = 20
▪ Research grants supported = 9
▪ Public awareness programmes organised = 43
▪ Training programmes conducted = 56



CFI Website

www.cfi-india.org



Social Media Presence – LinkedIn Page

https://www.linkedin.com/company/centre-for-fruitful-india



CFI – Research grant 2025

Focus Research Areas:

1. Unconventional modes of growing fruit trees that make efficient use of land, 

e.g., planting on  wasteland, field bunds, community land, forest fringes, 

rooftops, and roadside.

2. Climate resilience, including drought, disease and pest tolerance.

3. Providing high nutrition and yield.

4. Intercropping of diverse species for year-around fruit production and other 

benefits.

5. Community-led initiatives for post-harvest management, sharing, and value 

addition.

6. Policies and incentives to promote widespread cultivation of diverse fruit 

trees.



Thanks!
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